
Why are respiratory illnesses a problem?

Seasonal outbreaks of the viruses causing COVID-19, Flu, and RSV pose compounding issues 

to healthcare systems and a particular threat to children, the elderly, immunocompromised 

individuals, and those with underlying conditions. This can lead to service disruption, 

pressure on A&E departments, and missed targets for elective surgeries.3

These three contagious respiratory illnesses often have overlapping symptoms,  

which can make correct virus detection a challenge.

About Respiratory Illnesses

The co-circulation of COVID-19, Flu, and 

respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) has led to 

an increased burden on healthcare settings 

and increased risk of severe illness for  

high-risk populations.1,2

How to test?

PCR testing remains the gold 

standard for COVID-19, Flu, and RSV 

diagnosis due to its high sensitivity 

and specificity.7 UKHSA recommends 

a PCR test to determine the cause 

of an acute respiratory infection in 

higher risk settings.8,9
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Xpert Xpress CoV-2/Flu/RSV plus allows for accurate and rapid 
results, optimising diagnostic efficiency and improving the provision 
of appropriate treatment. It may result in siginificant cost savings 
compared to antigen and send-away PCR testing strategies and may 
result in fewer hospitalisations, ICU admissions, and deaths.12
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Why test with fast PCR?

The superior turnaround time and performance of multiplex respiratory testing at point-

of-care delivers rapid, accurate results that can inform effective clinical decision making 

and appropriate treatment plans.

Only one sample 
at a time

More complex workflow –
may increase risk of errors 

and could introduce 
cross-contamination

Total operational time may 
increase when there is a 

need to obtain SARS-CoV-2, 
Flu A, Flu B, and RSV 

results separately

Xpert® Xpress 
CoV-2/Flu/RSV plus 
test can test for four 
pathogens at once

Multi-gene target approach 
to mitigate the potential 

impact of genetic shift and 
drift on strain detection

Gives the right result 
first time, reducing 

the need for 
confirmatory testing10

Lower sensitivity – 
not accurate for 
early detection11
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GeneXpert® with 
Touchscreen 

POC Rapid PCR 
Available 24/7

High false 
negative rate11

No respiratory 
combination options 

(with Flu and RSV 
on the same test)7
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